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Visit the website of the NYC AGO Chapter
Don't miss events presented by your friends and colleagues.
Visit the Concert Calendar of the NYC Chapter,
and attend some concerts!
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Dean's Message
Dear Colleagues,
I hope that your December and January were filled with
music, and rest, by times. Many of you have brought the
joy of Christmas, Chanukah, or concert music to
congregations and audiences around the city and our
region, and I hope you felt that your efforts served the
greater good and brought joy and peace to our world.

We now look forward to two of our chapter's signature
events, the Improvisation Spectacular and the
Presidents' Day conference. You can read more about both events later in this
newsletter. At the improvisation event, we are most pleased to welcome Jeffrey
Brillhart, an esteemed practitioner and teacher of the art. The Presidents' Day
conference will include performances or presentations by Peter Krasinski,
Chelsea Chen, Jonathan Ambrosino, John Bishop and more. As always,
James Kennerley, the Sub-Dean, your executive board, and many other
volunteers are busy behind the scenes to make our events as marvelous as
possible.
I hope you are able to take advantage of the inspiring and educational events
your NYC AGO membership provides!
With my best wishes for the rest of the winter weather and a successful 2017,
Yours truly,
David Enlow,
Dean

Program News
We have a stunning series of events lined up for you, and
you can read all about them below! On Saturday,
February 4, we will have our annual Improvisation
Spectacular with Jeffrey Brillhart at the Church of Saint
Paul the Apostle. See below for complete details. And
then, on Monday, February 19, we have our main event of
the season, the Presidents' Day conference. This year’s
theme is Metropolis: the organ and the cinema, and we
have a thrilling roster of speakers and performers, as well
as two stunning venues and instruments to enjoy. On Tuesday, March
28, Daniel Roth, winner of the 2015 International Performer of the Year Award,
will give a concert and be presented with the certificate.
Finally, we would like to offer a Manhattan boat cruise and dinner in May as a
grand finale to the season. This has been a spectacular event in the past, but it
requires the Chapter to commit to a minimum of 50 paying guests. Your Board
voted to conduct a survey amongst the membership in order to ensure the
minimum number of participants to make the event viable. See below for more
information.
As always, please see our website for complete information. All events are free
to current NYC AGO members, and some are also open to the public.
With my very best wishes, on behalf of the Program Committee,

James Kennerley
Sub-Dean & Chair of the Program Committee

IMPROVISATION SPECTACULAR

Renowned artist and teacher Jeffrey Brillhart will lead our annual improvisation
mini festival on Saturday, February 4th, 2017 in the sumptuously Parisian
acoustics of the Church of Saint Paul the Apostle (Valerie Shondel, host). Click
here for directions. The improvisation masterclass will take place at 1:45 PM
and the improvisation concert by Mr. Brillhart at 3:30 PM (lasting one hour). We
are still looking for candidates for the improvisation class. Click here if you are
interested in being considered for that.
Mr. Brillhart is Director of Music and Fine Arts at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church, Bryn Mawr, PA, and on the music faculty at Yale University, where he
teaches organ improvisation. He is also Artistic Director of Philadelphia's famed
Singing City Choir. A native of Iowa, his teachers include organists Carl B.
Staplin, Arthur Poister, Russell Saunders, and pianist Barbara Lister-Sink.
Further studies with Olivier Latry and Philippe Lefebvre in organ improvisation
led to his winning first prize in the American Guild of Organists' National
Competition in Organ Improvisation in 1994. His organ, teaching, and
conducting engagements have taken him throughout America, Europe and
South America, with engagements in Paris, Philadelphia, San Diego, Seattle,
Birmingham, Waco, Chicago, Pittsburgh, New York City, Iowa City, Des Moines,
Walla Walla, and Worcester.
Don’t miss this chance to see and hear one of the most exciting and dynamic
organists of our time!

PRESIDENTS' DAY
As many of you know, the Chapter's grandest celebration of all things relating
to NYC and the organ takes place on Presidents' Day, Monday, February 19,
starting at 9:45 AM. This year’s title is Metropolis: the organ and the
cinema. Our base is Marble Collegiate Church (Kenneth Dake, host) and its
celebrated 2015 Sebastian Glück instrument, Op. 20, the perfect vehicle for the
day’s music. A catered breakfast by Balthazar Bakery, something of a feature of
recent Presidents' Days, will start the day off. As its name suggests, the
centerpiece of the festival will be the presentation of the 1927 masterpiece of
silent cinema, Metropolis. Fritz Lang’s groundbreaking directorship brings to life
a futuristic city sharply divided between the working class and the city planners.
The son of the city's mastermind falls in love with a working-class prophet who
predicts the coming of a savior to mediate their differences. In these times of
political division and uncertainty, such a powerful commentary could hardly be
more relevant. Peter Krasinski, renowned organist and silent movie
accompanist, provides the score, improvised LIVE! Peter will also lead a
masterclass in improvising for film. Click here if you are interested in being
considered for that.

L to R: Jonathan Ambrosino (credit: Len Levasseur); John Bishop; Chelsea Chen (credit:
Lisa-Marie Mazzucco); Peter Krasinski (credit: Len Levasseur) ; Joseph Lee.

Renowned organ builders and curators John Bishop (our very own newsletter
editor) and Jonathan Ambrosino will present fascinating talks on various
aspects of the orchestral organ, cinema organs, and the organ in the movies,
putting the day’s music into context with equal measures of expertise, charm,
and humor. Chelsea Chen (board member) and ‘cellist Joseph Lee will give a
recital at the Church of the Transfiguration, affectionately known as “The Little
Church Around the Corner” (Claudia Dumschat, host), and home to the
dynamic and highly versatile 1988 Fisk instrument.
As always, all events are free to NYC AGO members. Admission to the
conference for non-NYC AGO members is $45. The presentation of Metropolis
at 5 PM is also open to the public. Invite your friends! Tickets cost $20 and are
available by clicking here. Click here for directions to Marble Collegiate Church.

Marble Collegiate Church with its Glück instrument, Opus 20 (Photo credit, Brian Rose);
the Church of the Transfiguration with its 1988 Fisk (Photo credit: Steve Lawson)

2015 IPYA WINNER DANIEL ROTH IN CONCERT

Daniel Roth, winner of the 2015 International Performer of the Year Award (credit: Joe
Vitacco)

2015 International Performer of the Year Award winner Daniel Roth will give a
concert and be presented with the award certificate in a magnificent event cosponsored by the NYC AGO Chapter and the Peragallo Pipe Organ Company.
Mr. Roth is Organiste Titulaire of Saint Sulpice, Paris, and was Professor of
Organ at the Musikhochschule in Frankfurt am Main from 1995 to 2007. His
playing is stunning, and his improvisation world renowned.
Come and be thrilled as Mr. Roth treats to a thrilling evening of music-making
on Tuesday, March 28th, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Church of Saint Francis
Xavier (John Uehlein, host), home to the 2010 Peragallo instrument. Don't miss
this opportunity to be blown away by such a legendary performer!
The event is free and open to all. Click here for directions.
Additionally, the vote for the 2017 International Performer of the Year Award is
due to take place this year. Look out for information on that.

GRAND FINALE MANHATTAN BOAT CRUISE

We would like to offer a Manhattan boat cruise and dinner in May as a grand
finale to the season. This has been a particularly popular event in the past, but
it requires the Chapter to commit to a minimum of 50 paying guests. Your
Board voted to conduct a survey amongst the membership in order to ensure
the minimum number of participants to make the event viable. Please be on the
lookout for a survey from us in the coming weeks.

Brooklyn Scholarship Competition
From the Brooklyn Chapter of the American Guild of Organists

Greetings! I’m writing on behalf of the Brooklyn Chapter of the American Guild
of Organists, for which I serve as Sub-Dean. We would like to let you know
about our plans to host a Scholarship Competition on Saturday, March 18th,
2017, in hopes that you might be able to connect us with prospective
participants. This will be our chapter’s second time hosting such an event, after
a very successful 2016 competition in which we awarded significant prizes to
three very talented young organists.
The competition is open to both high school and college organists, with no age
or locational requirements. College applicants must be taking organ lessons for
credit through their schools and high school applicants must be taking organ
lessons with a private teacher. The application deadline is February 18th,
2017. The application and more information, including repertoire requirements,
is available at www.brooklynago.org/ScholarshipCompetition. We would
tremendously appreciate any help you could offer in spreading awareness
about this opportunity to any students, teachers, professional peers, or AGO
members whom you believe may be interested.
The size of awards made to winning competitors can win will be determined by
our ongoing fundraising efforts, which are underway and will continue until the
date of the competition. We’re already prepared to distribute over $3,000 in
total prize money this year, divided between high school and college
categories. We’re accepting tax-deductible donations, the proceeds from which
will go entirely towards funding the prize pool for the competition. In addition to
helping defray these students’ academic expenses, we believe this competition
is an excellent way to spread awareness about the American Guild of Organists
and the organ generally. If you would like to make a donation, or if you have
any questions or comments, please direct them to me at
johnwolfe@johnwolfemusic.com, or to our Dean Ellen Wright at
dean@agobrooklyn.org.
Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Very truly yours,
John A. Wolfe
Sub-Dean
The American Guild of Organists
Brooklyn Chapter

Treasurer's Report of Gifts to NYC Chapter
The Executive Board wishes to express thanks to those who contributed
generously when renewing their membership:
$500
Judith Hancock
$100
John Byrne
Fr. John O'Hara
Robert Ridgell
Lawrence Trupiano
$50-99
Louise Basbas
Justin Bischof
Kenneth Dake
David Hurd
James Kennerley
Ernest Lehrer
James Litton
Frances Morton
$25-49
Alan Barthel
W. Michael Brittenback
Heitor Caballero
Marianne Decker
Vivian Fletcher
Roberta Morkin
Deanna Muro
Paul Sanner
William Sohmer
Many of the above and others contributed to
Pipedreams and Pipe Organ Encounters. We pass
along Pipedreams gifts to WQXR and record and retain
POE funds for Chapter use in the future.
Christopher Babcock, Treasurer

Quote of the Month
"Competitions are for horses, not artists."
-Béla Bartók

Won't you be my neighbor?
After Wendy and I settled
into our new home on East
9th Street, I started noticing
nicely dressed, sharp
looking young people with
great posture, habitually
touching a plaque attached
to a fence across the street
at 40 East 9th Street as they
walked by. I investigated,
and learned that the plaque
was dedicated to the
memory of Joseph Papp (1921-1991), the founder of the Public Theater, and
the passersby paying homage were the actors and staff of the theater, three
blocks away. That explained the good posture!
If Papp lived at 40 East 9th Street for 18 years, I can only begin to imagine the
procession of genius actors who walked up and down the front steps for
coaching sessions, dressings down, and parties.
Joseph Papp had the original vision of presenting free outdoor performances of
Shakespeare plays, and after years of planning and fundraising, The Taming of
the Shrew opened at the East River Amphitheater in 1956 to critical acclaim. By
1961, "Shakespeare in the Park" was established in its permanent home at the
Delacorte Theater in Central Park. And in 1967, Papp acquired a one-dollar-ayear lease from the City of New York for the Lafayette Street Astor Library and
established the year-round theater there. Papp's first production at the new
Public Theater was the world premier of Hair.
The Public Theater was immediately successful, but it was the smash hit A
Chorus Line that cemented its future. It opened at the Public, and went on to a
record-setting run of 6137 performances on Broadway produced by Papp,
earning him the Tony Award for Best Musical in 1975, and the 1976 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. Today, the Public Theater is one of the country's premier nonprofit theaters, presenting more than a dozen productions each year. Recent
triumphs include Fun Home and Hamilton. Not bad.

Joke of the Month
My friend, chapter member John Cantrell (organist at St. Michael's Church,
Amsterdam and 100th) is chronicling the joys of life with the German Shepherd
puppy that recently joined his family. Haiku, as published on Facebook:
A box of Crayons.
German Shepherd peruses.
Brown earth festive now.

From the Advertising Coordinator
Dear Distinguished Colleagues,
I encourage you to consider placing an Ad in the upcoming Newsletter of the
New York City AGO chapter. What a great way to spread the word among your
colleagues about all the wonderful programs you are presenting this Winter and
during the upcoming Lenten and Easter season! And, you can advertise your
institution, studio and other service to more than 550 of your colleagues, plus
countless other non-AGO members who download the cyberletter from our
Chapter website.
Let’s face it, building audience for sacred concerts in this town can be quite a
challenge. So why not begin by enrolling those who are most supportive of
your worthy efforts? Word of mouth is always the best advertising, especially
when it comes from “those in the know.” Give your loyal colleagues the chance
to be a vocal champion for your cause and to be an encouraging presence at
your events!
As an added bonus, revenue generated by the very modest newsletter
advertising fees will be going to support the wonderful programming planned for
this NYC AGO season! (Prices start at just $10 for a personal ad, and go up to
$100 for a full-sized banner ad. Ads are in full color – including photographs –
at no added cost!)
For additional information please
visit http://www.nycago.org/html/newsletterads.html
or email me, Ken Dake,
at newsletterads@nycago.org. (Please note that the
deadline for submission is the 15th of the month
preceding the newsletter.)
Happy advertising, everyone!
Ken Dake
Director of Music, Marble Collegiate Church
NYC AGO Newsletter Ads Coordinator
Newsletterads@nycago.org
Kdake@marblechurch.org

From the Editor
Recently, a colleague traveled a great distance to play
the opening concert for a "First Annual" International
Organ Festival. With the concert prepared, and a large
audience abuzz in the hall, the presenter came on stage
to announce that the concert was cancelled because
the organ had failed. Specifically, it was the solid-state
console control system that had crashed. The audience
loudly expressed its disappointment, as demonstrated
by a video posted on Facebook, and the artist's post
eloquently conveyed the dynamics of the event.
Legend has it that to help ensure the reliability of his instruments, Ernest
Skinner dispatched service technicians every Sunday to each midtown New
York church that had one of his organs. Neatly dressed, with a screwdriver in
his pocket, the technician sat in the organ ready to pounce on any malfunction.
You might argue that implied that Mr. Skinner didn't trust his organs, but we all
know better than that - he just wanted to provide the best possible service.
Thirty years ago, when solid-state console systems and organ relays were
becoming popular, traditional organ technicians distrusted them. Old-timer
Boston organ-man Jason McKown, who retired as curator of the organ at The
Mother Church at the age of 82, and who had worked personally with Mr.
Skinner, said to me, "That stuff is for you young fellas." And as the equipment
became more sophisticated, there were spectacular glitches. I followed Jason
as curator at The Mother Church, just as the new system was installed in that
mighty organ. Every time there was a lightning storm, the entire memory was
erased. Redoing the crescendo setting in an organ with more than 200 stops
was quite a chore. Thankfully, the lightning thing has been solved, and we can
now save settings on a flash drive for instant "upload" reprogramming when the
worst happens.
The organ at Trinity Church Boston went "dark" 24 hours before Madame
Duruflé was to arrive to prepare for her concert for the 1990 AGO National
Convention. It took a hairy all-nighter, but we got it working. No one who
attended that concert will forget her Chopin encore. Incredible. But I was
sweating bullets until the last notes echoed into the sweltering night.
We're used to computer failures in other walks of life. An airline's entire fleet is
grounded by a computer "glitch" and hundreds of flights are cancelled or
delayed. A huge bank goes "dark" and hundreds of branches can't do
business. Or the computer system of a hospital fails, and life-support
equipment stops working. For better or for worse, our society depends on
computers. And on the plus side, in pipe organs, those logic based systems
have allowed ever increasing and superior control over our instruments.
Of course, an individual organbuilder or technician might be responsible for a
failure caused by an error in installation. But remembering Mr. Skinner's organ
technicians, I wonder if our modern equipment is any more prone to failure than
the electro-pneumatic or electro-mechanical systems that preceded them?

Visit our amazing website!

Copyright © 2017 NYC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, All rights reserved.
This message is intended for members and affiliates of the NYC Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists.
Our mailing address is:
NYC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists
552 West End Avenue
New York, Ny 10024
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

