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Visit the website of the NYC AGO Chapter
Don't miss events presented by your friends and colleagues.
Visit the Concert Calendar of the NYC Chapter,
and attend some concerts!
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Dean's Message
Earlier in August I was, like many of us whose schedule is
shaped by the academic calendar, gearing up for the final
weeks of preparation for the flurry of activity that is
September. I had written what I thought was a fairly
thoughtful reflection on this time of year for us organists
as we go “back to school”, with all the challenges,
excitement, and new beginnings that it entails.
Just under a week ago THE BOSTON GLOBE published an article detailing
multiple allegations of sexual misconduct by James David Christie. Jim was
voted by you, the chapter membership, winner of the 2017 International
Performer of the Year Award, and we held a celebration as the final event of
last season. Following the allegations, and Jim’s resignation from his Oberlin
post, the board passed a motion to revoke the award, effective
immediately. The NYC AGO Chapter serves to make organ music and culture
available to all in a safe, respectful environment. No abuse of any type will ever
be tolerated. We offer the accusers, several of whom are known to members of
the Chapter, our heartfelt sympathy for their afflictions and uttermost respect for
bringing these matters to light. The Chapter will do all it can to right these
wounds to our profession by continuing to promote an environment of
openness and honesty.
Ten days ago the organ community learned of the unexpected and sudden
death of Steve Lawson. Steve was an extraordinary person, kind, generous,
immensely talented in both the musical and the information technology fields.
He served on the NYC AGO Chapter’s board in various capacities for many
years and is perhaps best remembered for creating the NYC Organ Project.
This brilliant resource, compiled singehandedly (with information supplied by
many), has served organists, enthusiasts, and researchers for years. It is worth
a Doctorate for its detail and scope, something I had joked with Steve that the
AGO would happily bestow if we were an accredited educational institution!
Steve was also our webmaster, and we are currently dealing with the realities of
handling both the Organ Project and the website going forward. In addition,
Steve was Assisting Organist at the Church of the Heavenly Rest in NYC, and
we hold his colleague, Mollie Nichols, and his parents George and Doris in our
prayers. The world has lost a great person and many of us have lost a true
friend. Rest in peace, Steve. May your memory be for a blessing.

With my very best wishes,

James Kennerley, Dean

NYC AGO Election Results, 2018
With many thanks to all who were willing to serve,
and to those who voted for the next chapter
leadership.
Dean
James Kennerley
Sub Dean
James Wetzel
Secretary
Raymond Nagem
Treasurer
Christopher Babcock
Registrar
Larry Long
Auditors
Claudia Dumschat
Steve Lawson

Atlarge (Class of 2022)
Samuel Bartlett
Gregory D’Agostino
Donald Meineke
William Randolph
Jason Roberts
J. David Williams

Program News
I am thrilled with the program year that we have ahead of us! While some of
the yettobe settled details for spring events prevent us from announcing the
entire schedule, please have a look at this primer!
On Thursday, September 13, we open the season by celebrating the 150th
Anniversary of the Henry Erben Organ at the Basilica of Saint Patrick’s Old
Cathedral (Jared Lamenzo, host). Renowned Erben expert Stephen Pinel will
give a lecture at 6:30 PM in the undercroft, followed by a recital at 7:30 PM by
Raymond Nagem (Associate Director of Music and Organist of Saint John the
Divine). A reception will follow. Admission is free for all, though freewill
donations to the Friends of the Erben Organ charity are gratefully accepted.
Directions to the Basilica.
On Thursday, October 18, the Chapter cosponsors At a Solemn Musick, the
MillerScott Organ in concert at Saint Thomas Church at 7:30 PM. Director of
Music Daniel Hyde conducts the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and
Boys with Orchestra of Saint Luke's in a concert featuring Saint Thomas's
Associate Organist Benjamin Sheen. More information about the concert's
repertoire can be found here. Standard Admission tickets are free for
NYCAGO Chapter members but must be reserved in advance by calling
(212.664.9360) or emailing the concert office. Directions to Saint Thomas.

Thanks to last year's wonderful response, we will again offer an AGO
Certification Preparation Workshop for those preparing to take AGO diploma
certifications this season. David Enlow, Andrew Henderson, and James
Kennerley will lead workshops and give coachings on Saturday, November
17 from 4:006:00 PM at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church.
Participation in this educational workshop is free, but you must register in
advance here. The event is open to all those of the Chapter who are
considering taking an exam and for those who are confirmed to do
so. Directions to MAPC.
While additional events for the spring will be announced next month, do mark
your calendars for our annual keystone event, the Presidents' Day
Conference on Monday, February 18, with more information to follow.
Sincerely,

James D. Wetzel, Sub Dean

Quote of the Month
"A liberal is a man or a woman or a child who looks forward to a better day, a
more tranquil night, and a bright, infinite future."
 Leonard Bernstein

Won't you be my neighbor?
Treasure Hunt on Wall Street.
There's a huge reconstruction project underway at Trinity Wall Street that
includes the rejuvenation of the majestic sanctuary, and the commissioning of a
major new pipe organ. It's a huge and venerable building, so it's a huge and
complicated project, with thousands of decisions to make, problems to solve,
and plenty of interesting discoveries. An article published on the church's
website on August 10 tells of the discovery of an antique glass bottle with

molded letters that read "Special Battery Oil" manufactured by the Thomas A.
Edison Company of Orange, New Jersey. The article includes photos of the
bottle, and some interesting historic details unearthed to explain the presence
of the bottle, and the use of Special Battery Oil. The Trinity sleuths concluded
that the bottle dated from between 1911 and 1915.
Thomas Edison (18471931) was a mighty productive guy. He first installed
electric lights in residences in New York City in 1882, notably the home of
banker and finacier, J. P. Morgan, on Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th
Streets. You can read that fascinating history in Jill Jonnes' entertaining book,
Empires of Light (Random House, 2003). Ten years later, Morgan was
instrumental in the merger between Edison General Electric and Thomson
Houston Electric Company, which formed General Electric.
We have a friend in Maine who owns a
small marina and lobster coop (where the
fisherman sell their catch) on Muscongus
Bay. Blair has lived in the area all his life,
and his parents were local summer
residents. His father was a legendary
drinker, known for his predilection for Old
Mr. Boston Gin, and for tossing empties
overboard as he traveled between
islands. As a side job, Blair was a scallop
fisherman, dragging weighted nets along
the ocean bottom. He arrived at a party
at our house having just gotten off the
water, brandishing an Old Mr. Boston
bottle that came up in his net in a common passage to and from his parents'
house. He was certain that it was his father's empty bottle.

Joke of the Month
Thomas Attwood was organist at St. Paul's Cathedral in London from 1796 until
1838 where he played for the funeral of Lord Viscount Nelson and the
Coronation of King George IV. According to legend, he was told by Canon
Sydney Smith, "You organists are like overworked cab horses  always looking
for another stop."

From the Editor
"Well done, good and faithful servant."
Steven E. Lawson
(September 9, 1954 – August 19, 2018)
Steve Lawson passed away of natural causes early on Sunday, August 19. He
had completed his usual Saturday evening practice at Church of the Heavenly
Rest where he had served as Assisting Organist for twentyone years, and
didn't show up on Sunday morning. The community of his church, his family
and friends, and our AGO Chapter mourn his loss.

Steve was
born in San
Diego,
California,
and
graduated
from High
School in
Topeka,
Kansas.
He earned
the degree
of Bachelor
of Music in
organ
performance from Oklahoma City
University where he studied with Wilma
Jensen, and Master of Music in organ
performance from Indiana University, where he also studied with Wilma
Jensen. At Indiana, Steve minored in Carillon, and accompanied the University
Singers, in which capacity he worked with conductor Robert Shaw. Before his
appointment at the Church of the Heavenly Rest, he served as Director of
Music for ten years at St. Luke's Lutheran Church near Times Square.
Steve will be remembered by his friends and colleagues as a gentle and
humble man with a dry wit, and he will be remembered by the wider world of
the pipe organ for his prowess and diligence documenting pipe organs in New
York City and beyond. Starting with his interest in compiling the histories of
organs in churches that he served or played in, he created and populated the
monumental NYC AGO Organ Project, a deep and comprehensive feature of
the Chapter's website. Visit the "Home Page" of the Organ Project where you
can search by borough to find the listings of pipe organs in churches, schools,
department stores, and all types of institutions.
Steve was also an active participant in the work of the Organ Historical Society
Database, making new entries, correcting and updating old ones, and working
with the Database Committee on the maintenance and upgrading of the site.
As an active member of the NYC AGO, Steve served as Registrar, Webmaster,
and Editor of the Concert Calendar. He was also a scrupulous proofreader of
this monthly newsletter, catching the minutia before publication.

Thank you, Steve, for all you've done for the New York City Chapter of the
AGO, and for the wider world of the pipe organ. Your contribution will stay with
us in perpetuity, and all of us who work with organs in New York and across the
United States will think of you whenever we look up a specification.
Well done, good friend. Rest well.

Visit our amazing website!

Copyright © 2018 NYC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

