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Dean's Message
RESPECT
I was speaking recently with a friend about Anne Midgette
and Peggy McGlone’s powerful Washington Post article
exploring abusive and inappropriate behavior in our
musical institutions. If you haven’t read it, you should –
click here to access the online version. The authors present a variety of claims
from performers from major organizations across the US, including the
Metropolitan Opera, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Nashville Symphony, and
several others. I know of several colleagues who submitted, with great bravery,
their own experiences to Ms. Midgette in preparation for this article.
It is a sad reality that many of us will have been subjected to inappropriate and
abusive behavior at one time or another. And it’s clear that these kinds of
abuses of power have become disarmingly normalized. Fortunately, the #metoo
and related movements have given voice to thousands of people who would
have otherwise remained silent. And yet most of the allegations reported in the
Washington Post article are just that  allegations. Without the appropriate legal
action, the accused are innocent until proven otherwise. This is a very hard
reality to come to terms with in a world where “right” and “wrong” are becoming
increasingly disregarded by some in positions of power.
My friend asked me what we can do in a world where the situation at times
seems hopeless. To answer, I recalled the 1965 Otis Redding song, RESPECT,
made so famous by the brilliant Queen of Soul, Aretha Franklin, who died this
past August. Franklin changed the aspect of the original song from that of a
desperate man who pledges to give his lady whatever she wants to a confident,
strong woman demanding respect from her partner. The song became an
anthem of the feminist movement, and much of the song’s power is in its
simplicity and directness.
We can’t prevent abuses of power and unwanted sexual advances, but we can
work to encourage decency and openness in our communities. In our places of

worship, our schools, practice rooms, and offices, in our homes, on the subway,
and on social media, be sure to follow these basic principles:
Show Respect – Being respectful of the people we encounter. Communicate
your ideas and observations in ways that respect other people’s beliefs and
feelings.
Extend Genuine Welcome – Be hospitable and welcoming to all people, to
longtime colleagues and newcomers alike.
Respond, don’t React – If you feel a strong sense of emotion or confusion
from something that you have heard, take a moment to reflect on the situation
rather than expressing your feelings immediately. You will be much better
prepared to respond in a helpful, meaningful, and clear way, rather than react
based solely on your emotional impulses in the moment.
The Beatles claimed that all we need is love. Aretha’s message is just as
relevant: all we need is RESPECT. Let’s all make sure to do our part to make
the environments in which we live and work a better, safer, more respectful
place for all.
With my best wishes,

James Kennerley, Dean

Program News
The American Guild of Organists takes very seriously the professional
advancement and continuing education of its members. To that end, the
Chapter Year always includes several educational events, so please do take
advantage of them!

The AGO Certification Preparation Workshop, our next event, for those
preparing to take AGO diploma certifications will be on Saturday, November
17 from 4:006:00 PM at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church. David
Enlow, Andrew Henderson, and James Kennerley will lead workshops and give
coachings. Participation in this educational workshop is free, but you must
register in advance here. The event is open to all those of the Chapter who are
considering taking an exam and for those who are confirmed to do
so. Directions to MAPC.
I am also thrilled to announce details for the 2019 Presidents' Day
Conference: On the Avenue on Monday, February 18.
At Saint Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue
9:00 AM – Catered breakfast
10:00 AM – Organ demonstration with John Panning of Dobson Pipe
Organ Builders, Ltd.
10:15 AM – Recital by the Organists of Saint Thomas
11:15 PM – Tour of Saint Thomas Church
12:00 Noon – Caring for organs: presentation and discussion with John
Panning
12:45 PM – Lunch on your own
2:00 PM – Lecture on the musical history of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral by
Salvatore Basile, author of Fifth Avenue Famous: The Extraordinary Story of
Music at Saint Patrick's Cathedral
At Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
3:15 PM – Tour of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
4:00 PM – Recital by the Organists of Saint Patrick's
5:00 PM – Conference concludes

Sincerely,

James D. Wetzel, Sub
Dean

David Bower appointed to the Committee on
the New organist.
NYC chapter member, David Bower, PhD, has been appointed to the
Committee on the New Organist (CONO), a national committee of the AGO.
The purpose of the committee is to introduce nonorganists of all ages to the
organ, and to further motivate and develop new organists. The committee
creates ageappropriate means, materials and programs for engaging them,
and for enabling their development as performers. It oversees such programs
and resources as The New Organist web page and PipeWorks. It also assists
the COPOE, CCPE and other committees in projects involving new organists.
David welcomes input from chapter members on the mission of CONO as he
begins his new term: david.bower@nyu.edu.

Dr. Bower serves as Director of Sacred Music and Organist at Saint Michael
Church in Cranford, New Jersey.

Quote of the Month
"There are no shortcuts to any place worth going."
 Beverly Sills

Won't you be my neighbor?
The Small Town Pipe Organ.
When we're not at our "Island Home" in Greenwich Village, Wendy and I live in
the twin villages of Damariscotta and Newcastle, Maine, located at the rapids of
the Damariscotta River, about twelve miles up from the Gulf of Maine at the
point where full ocean tides are restricted and the water becomes brackish.
The rapids change direction four times each day as driven by the tide and a
bridge crosses the the river there, connecting the two villages. We live on the
Newcastle side of the river, about three miles from town.
Newcastle was incorporated in 1753 with a population of just about a thousand
people. Damariscotta was incorporated in 1848 with a population of 1300. The
first pipe organ in the twin villages was purchased by the First Baptist Church of
Damariscotta, built by W.B.D. Simmons in 1854. The church is perched at the
top of the hill, and is the most prominent structure in town. Recently, when the
church was raising money to restore the steeple and clock, I participated in a
fundraising recital, telling the audience that if we can't save the steeple, we'll
have to change the postcards.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, in
Newcastle, dedicated in 1883, is the first
church building designed by Henry
Vaughan. (His last was Washington
DC's National Cathedral.) There was no
budget for the ceiling frescoes that
Vaughan called for, so the 38yearold
Vaughan painted it himself, lying on his
back on scaffolding. The 17stop
Hutchings Organ was installed in 1888. St. Andrew's holds a special place in
our hearts as we were married there in 2005. My father officiated, and Stuart
Forster and Michael Murray shared the organ bench, just a few months before
their wedding!
The Second Congregational Church in Newcastle (I have no idea if there was a
First...) installed onemanual Hook organ in 1865. That was replaced in 1902
with a twelvestop HutchingsVotey organ, rebuilt by the Andover Organ
Company in 1988, and more recently by David Wallace in about 2010.
St. Patrick's in Newcastle is
the oldest Roman Catholic
church building in New
England, built in 1807. In
2004, a large new
sanctuary was added.
Newcastle resident Jay
Zoller, retired from the
Andover Organ Company,
was instrumental in
inspiring the parish to
acquire a pipe organ for the
new room. Jay and I
worked together, locating
an 11stop organ built in
1890 by Cole & Woodberry. It was likely the only opportunity for the Organ
Clearing House to bring a Cole to Newcastle...
Today, the population of Newcastle is about 1750 and Damariscotta has around
2150, numbers that swell dramatically in the summer months. This makes a
fun comparison with our life in New York City, where a tencar 6Train carries
1750 people, and there are many buildings with populations far in excess of the

twin villages. The three, now four historic organs that grace the villages are
lasting testaments to the strength of the community, eloquent smalltown
reminders of what's beautiful in the world.

Joke of the Month

From the Editor
The Church Works.
Just over four weeks ago, many of us gathered
at the Church of the Heavenly Rest to celebrate
the life of Steve Lawton. I was deeply moved to
be seated among a throng of colleagues who
had come from far and wide because of their
love for Steve and appreciation for his work, and
I was reminded of why we do what we do as we
practice, rehearse, tune, repair, study, and give
of ourselves to the worship of the church. It's
easy to think of it as work, a job, while forgetting
how much it brings to people who are suffering,
afraid, confused, and joyful. Church music is an integral part of worship, with
the power to express and reveal the deepest of emotions.
In 2003, Gene Robinson was elected Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New
Hampshire, a simple and usual enough event except for the fact that he is
openly gay. For many, it seemed as if the world turned upside down.
Congregations removed themselves from their Dioceses in protest and joined
conservative organizations in African churches. Hatred and bigotry were
exposed in the name of Christ. My father, a liberal priest in the Diocese of
Massachusetts said, "Let them go. We have a church to run."
On October 12, 1998, Matthew Shepard, a twentyoneyearold homosexual
and former acolyte in his family's Episcopal Church, was murdered in a hate
crime. His family chose not to inter his ashes, fearing that the site would be
desecrated, until on Friday, October 26, they were interred in the columbarium
at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC. You can read rich stories
published in The Washington Post here and here.
The Shepard family are longtime friends with Bishop Robinson, who was
instrumental in organizing the interment. More than two thousand people
attended, and the Cathedral pulled out all the stops, presenting a twohour
ceremony full of scripture, music, meditations, and starting just after 1:00:00, a
homily by Bishop Robinson. He shared the story of preparing for his
consecration, five years after Matthew Shepard's death, "strapping on his
bulletproof vest," and receiving a note from Matthew's mother, Judy which
said, "I know Matthew will be smiling down upon you."

Bishop Robinson ended his homily with three thoughts for Matthew Shepard.
"Gently rest in this place. You are safe now. Welcome home."
Did you catch that part about the bulletproof vest? Throughout the fifteen
years of his Bishopric, he has constantly received hate mail and death threats,
yet he has the courage to continue his ministry in such public ways.
Working on organs midweek, I frequently encounter people sitting alone
weeping in an empty church, reminders of the power of the church and its place
in people's lives. Your work is more than just a gig.
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