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Dean’s Message
Fundraising Update
In the first month 

Thank you all very much for the letters of support and words of encouragement following last month's
editorial in which I addressed our Chapter's changing financial situation. I am delighted to report that
since then we have received $1,817.57 in donations. This is a fantastic start for which the Executive
Committee is so grateful! And while I do not expect this same amount to come in every month, if we
manage to establish a steady stream of patterned, habitual giving, we will not only be able to continue the
excellent programming for which the Chapter is known, but also allocate funds to new projects and
outreach. So if you have not yet made a contribution, I encourage you to think about it! As I said in
October, if every member made a further annual donation of $25, we would be able to increase our yearly
income by additional $8,750.

Beyond giving to general purposes, I would again ask anyone with such means to consider underwriting a
particular event or Chapter expense: part of the Presidents' Day Conference, for example. As always,
please reach out to our treasurer Christopher Creaghan or myself for further discussion or with
suggestions.
 

Sincerely,
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James D. Wetzel, Dean
 

Program News
Chapter Events
Manuel Rosales Retrospective

Tuesday, January 27 at 7 PM

Trinity Church
89 Broadway at Wall Street

In the midst of the inaugural year of Trinity Church’s new instrument which was designed by Mr. Rosales
in collaboration with the German Glatter-Götz firm, the Chapter celebrates the career of this acclaimed
American organ builder and 2024 recipient of the NYCAGO’s Distinguished Career Award. His other
flagship instrument is the iconic organ in the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles.
 

Presidents’ Day Conference

Monday, February 16 from 12:30–5 PM

Details to be announced shortly. 
 

Members Recital and Reception

Monday, March 16 at 7 PM

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Central Park West at 65th Street

Members of your NYCAGO Executive Committee present the liturgical year in organ music. We perform
approachable music in a variety of styles to add to your own library. Come to support your colleagues and
enjoy a festive reception afterwards. 

Holy Trinity Church has a long history of musical excellence in the Lutheran tradition, particularly its
Bach Vespers series which is entering its 58th season. The 20-rank mechanical-action organ in the
gallery was built in 1994 by Paul Fritts and Company of Tacoma, Washington, for Bethany Lutheran
Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The instrument was relocated to Central Park West in 2011 and has been
leased to Holy Trinity ever since. This recital is part of a series of valedictory events in the spring, as it will
be succeeded by Fritts Opus 54 next year.

 

Complete Organ Works of Duruflé Plus

Tuesday, April 21 at 7 PM
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The Brick Presbyterian Church
Park Avenue at 91st Street

Organists Raymond Nagem and Melissa Brassard, along with flautist Bart Feller and violist Kal Sugatski
present Duruflé’s complete works for organ, as well as his only piece of chamber music: the rarely
performed Prélude, Récitatif, et Variations, Op. 3, for flute, viola, and piano. This event is co-sponsored
by the NYCAGO.

Update: For this co-sponsored event, NYCAGO members may purchase a discounted ticket for $15 (from
the standard ticket of $35). There is no need to reserve a ticket ahead of time; simply present your name at
the door.
 

McNeil Robinson Concert

Tuesday, April 28th at 7:30 PM    (note adjusted start time)

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
213 West 82nd Street

The Choir of Holy Trinity Church and Andrew H. Yeargin, Director of Music and Organist, consider the
life and work of McNeil Robinson in a retrospective concert. The event is produced by Christopher
Creaghan. Mr. Robinson’s last church position was at Holy Trinity and he taught both Dr. Yeargin and Mr.
Creaghan.

The co-sponsored event is free to all NYCAGO members; no need to reserve a ticket ahead of time. Simply
present your name at the door.

 

Chapter End-of-Season Service and Reception

Sunday, May 31st at 4 PM

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue at 29th Street

The NYCAGO offers its third-annual service to complete the programming season. This year, we highlight
the diverse musical offerings of Marble Collegiate Church and its Director of Music Michael Hey.

A reception will follow the service.

All NYCAGO events are free to Chapter members and open to all.
 

Events around Town
Nathan Davy in Recital

Friday, November 7th at 7 PM

Central Presbyterian Church
593 Park Avenue at 64th Street
 

M.P. Möller’s Opus 8000 from 1950 in Central Presbyterian Church recently underwent a full restoration
by the Schantz Organ Company and was rededicated in April, 2025.
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Nathan Davy, Organist and Associate Director of Music at Park Cities Presbyterian Church in Dallas,
Texas, presents a recital of the works of Alain, Bach, Duruflé, Franck, Wammes, and Widor. Dr. Davy
previously he was the Assistant Organist at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C. He received his M.M. and D.M.A. from the Eastman School of
Music where he studied with David Higgs, Edoardo Bellotti, and Michel Bouvard. 
 

Grand Organ Series

Saturday, November 22nd at 3 PM

Saint Thomas Church
Fifth Avenue at 53rd Street

Concerts at Saint Thomas presents renowned organist Clive Driskill-Smith in A Stroll through the English
Countryside, exploring the great wealth of works for organ by English composers spanning the centuries,
from Gibbons to Bairstow. 

Visit the Church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets

Consider adding your events to the Concert Calendar for the season. Email submissions to Sam Bartlett
here. 

Email suggestions and comments for the Program Committee here.

Bulletin Board
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Mass for Musicians

We celebrate the Feastday of Saint Cecilia, the patroness of musicians, on Saturday, November
22nd. The 9:30 AM Dominican Rite Mass at the Church of Saint Vincent Ferrer (869 Lexington Avenue at
66th Street) will be offered for all musicians. The Parish's professional Schola Cantorum will sing Messe in
G Major by Francis Poulenc (1899-1963).

The Parish will offer a light reception immediately following the Mass for all musicians – and that
certainly includes members of the Chapter – and friends of musicians. Please do consider coming! 
~James D. Wetzel

 
Piedmont Organ Competition

The Piedmont, North Carolina Chapter of the AGO, in collaboration with the University of North Carolina
School of the Arts and Salem College, is accepting applications for their 2026 Middle/High School Organ
Competition, which will be held from January 30-February 1, 2026. The application deadline is December
19, with accepted applicants being notified by January 5.

For more information, visit the Competition website.

 
Advertising in the Monthly Newsletter

We are accepting ads for this monthly Newsletter. Consider advertising your upcoming events here; we
enjoy a readership of approximately 1,500. Please write to Steven Frank, the new Advertising
Coordinator, for rates and details. This is another fantastic way of financially supporting the Chapter!

Send Bulletin Board submissions to the editor for publication.
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Member News
Appointments
Maks Adach will be taking up the post of Organist and Master of the
Choristers at Saint Paul Roman Catholic Church in Greenwich, Connecticut.
There, he will lead a groundbreaking initiative (in the Catholic Church) to
establish a choir of girls and men in the English choral tradition as part of
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano’s program of liturgical and musical renewal in the
Catholic Diocese of Bridgeport. In addition he has been charged with
creating a new Center for Sacred Music, which will aim to rejuvenate
Catholic music in that diocese over time. Maks will leave his current position
of Assistant Organist and Associate for Musical Studies at Saint Thomas
Church Fifth Avenue in January.

Nicolas Haigh leaves his position as Associate Organist at Saint Thomas
Church Fifth Avenue, in January 2026 to take up the position of Organist
and Choirmaster at Uppsala Domkyrka. Nicolas joined the staff of Saint
Thomas Church in 2020 and served as Acting Director of Music following
the resignation of Dr. Jeremy Filsell in 2025. The Cathedral in Uppsala is
the seat of the Archbishop of Uppsala, the primate of Sweden’s national
church in the Lutheran tradition. Uppsala is also home to Uppsala
University, the oldest continually operating university in the Nordic region
and the holder of the Düben Collection (the only remaining source of many
of the compositions of Dietrich Buxtehude). 

Nicolas and his wife Margaret (Music Office Manager at Saint Thomas Church and professional soprano)
came to NYC from Charlotte, North Carolina, where they both served at Christ Episcopal Church and
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Submit news items (professional appointments, retirements, marriages, births, obituaries, etc.) to the
editor for publication in Member News.
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Quote of the Month
It was the annual Thanksgiving Day that fixed the reality of the "Old Place" and the Squire in youthful
minds with indelible alchemy. Whenever my father was home from his pastoral charges, at this season,
we, with all the others of both families, foregathered under the patriarchal roof for this greatest of New
England feasts. There was the long anticipation, the three mile ride, if the winter came early, in the box
sleigh, well wrapped in buffalo skins and to the clash of bells, up over the hills to Kensington.

Tables were put end to end in the east room, covered with linen woven many years before, and loaded
after a fashion that was paralleled only by some of the scandalously unrestrained menus recorded of the
Middle Ages. There was nothing on the table the farm had not produced except pepper, salt and sugar,
but there was everything from turkey, duck and chicken and, (of necessity!) three kinds of pie—mince,
pumpkin and apple,—while cider and metheglyn were the accepted—and acceptable—drinks. At the
head of the table sat the Squire, his highly-colored face with its crown of tumbled white hair rising
magnificently from his high old-fashioned stock.

Excerpt from "The Last of the Squires", in Convictions and Controversies (1930)
~Ralph Adams Cram (1863-1942) 
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NYCAGO Substitute Organist List
The New York City Chapter of the AGO maintains a list of its members willing to serve as substitutes. This
list contains information which has been self identified by those who have chosen to be included in this
roster. The information has not been confirmed by the NYCAGO nor is the NYCAGO able to ensure that
the individual is appropriate for any particular situation. Only members in good standing of the Chapter
are included on this list.

NYCAGO Chapter Information
General Inquiries
Chapter Contacts Page
Chapter Committees and Appointments
 
Newsletter
James D. Wetzel, editor
The newsletter is published at the beginning of most months, September–June. Please submit all material
to the editor by the 24th of the preceding month.
 
Executive Committee
Dean: James D. Wetzel
Sub Dean: David Shuler
Secretary: Raymond Nagem
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan
Registrar: Lena Tharp
Auditors: Paolo Bordignon and Andrew Henderson

At-large (Class of 2026): Caitlin Dowling, James Hopkins, Michael Shake, and Eva Sze

At-large (Class of 2028): Rebecca Ehren, Alan Montgomery, and Jason Roberts

The biographies of the board members are provided here.
 

Visit the NYCAGO Sub List Information

Donate to the NYCAGO

Visit the NYCAGO Chapter Website
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