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Dean’s Message
A Christmas Story
On Christmas night all Christians sing

At Saint Vincent Ferrer, the choir has a very full Christmas schedule: Solemn Mass in
the Ordinary Form at 9:30 PM on the Eve, a Dominican Rite Mass (our version of
the Latin Mass) at 12 Midnight, and another Solemn Mass at 12 Noon on the Day, as
well as Vespers at 5:15 PM. And of course we do all different music at each of these.
What would be the fun in repeating stuff? But before all of that, I play for two sung
Masses of the Vigil, at 4 PM and 6 PM. These are very straightforward cantored
affairs, so I always designate one of them to be “my” Christmas Mass–the one that I
intend to fulfill my Holy Day obligation. That means no discreetly answering
singers’ texts behind the console, no last minute score studying, no consulting an as
yet incomplete to-do list. I try to actually pray the prayers, consider the homily, oh,
and of course, listen to the boring Gospel.
 

Judah became the father of...who cares?

For the Vigil Mass of Christmas, the Gospel is the genealogy of Jesus from the
beginning of Matthew–the bit about the begats. "Abraham became the father of
Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers...Thus the
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total number of generations..." While I certainly defend reading the
appointed Gospel at its proper Mass, I will admit that until recently, I always found
this passage dreadfully dusty.

The 4 PM Mass has for many years been celebrated by Fr. Allen, the oldest member
of our Dominican Priory, who is 88 years young. Just as the snow in the song, he
doesn’t show signs of stopping. He has more energy and pluck than any other friar in
the community, most of whom are less than half his age. And while at first he may
come across as some combination of New England’s Brother Jonathan and C.
Montgomery Burns from The Simpsons, he is at heart the sweetest and truest of
men. He and I began our current appointments at Saint Vincent’s within the same
week ten years ago, although his relationship with the Parish stretches all the way
back to the 1960s when he was stationed here as a deacon.
 

Have a care

I mention all of this because hearing Fr. Allen read this same passage down the
years, in exactly the same way, has had a tremendous and unexpected impact. See, I
have known him for more than a fourth of my life, but only for a ninth of his. While I
might think I have a lot of institutional knowledge about the Parish, his has been
accumulating since my parents were in middle school. Fr. Allen can tell stories about
friars he knew while in novitiate who were present at the laying of the cornerstone of
Saint Vincent’s in 1918. And in turn, those friars knew friars who were present at the
founding of the Parish in 1867. So to get the lineage of progeny from a man who
himself has such a perspective on the long arch of history has helped enliven it for
me.

Something I used to dread is now something to which I look forward. Something I
found so dull I now cherish. And someone so present I know one day will pass. So
maybe that is the point of the genealogy and its proclamation at Christmas: not only
to fix the Author of history within that history at a certain moment, but to show that
we too are just a little further along the same arch, hearing about it from those who
remember just a bit more.
 

Sincerely,

 

James D. Wetzel, Dean
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Program News
Chapter Events
Manuel Rosales Retrospective

Tuesday, January 27 at 7 PM

Trinity Church
89 Broadway at Wall Street

In the midst of the inaugural year of Trinity Church’s
new instrument which was designed by Mr. Rosales in
collaboration with the German Glatter-Götz firm, the
Chapter celebrates the career of this acclaimed
American organ builder and 2024 recipient of the
NYCAGO’s Distinguished Career Award. His other
flagship instrument is the iconic organ in the Walt
Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles.
 

Presidents’ Day Conference

Monday, February 16 from 12:30–5 PM

Saint Mary the Virgin
145 West 46th Street

The 2026 Presidents’ Day Conferences, the keystone
event of our Program Year, celebrates American music
and honors our country’s Semiquincentennial. Bradley
Welch and Damin Spritzer bookend the day with
recitals on the incomparable Aeolian-Skinner of Saint
Mary the Virgin. In between, the church’s own Director
of Music David Hurd offers a tonal demonstration of
Opus 891-A, and Maks Adach presents on the life and
music of Calvin Hampton, one of the foremost American organists and composers of
the 20th century. 

The cornerstone of Saint Mary the Virgin, in the midst
of what is now Times Square, was laid in 1894.
Designed by Napoleon LeBrun & Sons, Smoky Mary’s
is a breathtaking exemplar of American Anglo-Catholic
architecture. Its spectacular acoustics, elaborate
liturgy, and exquisite appointments complement a
legendary music program.

The Aeolian-Skinner has for decades been under the watchful care of Chapter
member and 2020 Distinguished Career Award recipient Lawrence Trupiano.

 

1/21/26, 11:23 AM Winter Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/256d05925ea1/939at9m0t8-10360189 3/11

https://trinitychurchnyc.org/music/pipe-organs
https://www.nycago.org/Organs/NYC/html/StMaryVirgin.html
https://www.nycago.org/Organs/NYC/html/RiversideChurch.html
https://www.nycago.org/Organs/NYC/html/StMaryVirgin.html


Members Recital and Reception

Monday, March 16 at 7 PM

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Central Park West at 65th Street

Members of your NYCAGO Executive Committee
present the liturgical year in organ music. We perform
approachable music in a variety of styles to add to your
own library. Come to support your colleagues and
enjoy a festive reception afterwards. 

Holy Trinity Church has a long history of musical
excellence in the Lutheran tradition, particularly its
Bach Vespers series which is entering its 58th season.
The 20-rank mechanical-action organ in the
gallery was built in 1994 by Paul Fritts and Company of
Tacoma, Washington, for Bethany Lutheran Church in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. The instrument was relocated to
Central Park West in 2011 and has been leased to Holy
Trinity ever since. This recital is part of a series of
valedictory events in the spring, as it will be succeeded
by Fritts Opus 54 next year.

 

Complete Organ Works of Duruflé Plus

Tuesday, April 21 at 7 PM

The Brick Presbyterian Church
Park Avenue at 91st Street

Organists Raymond Nagem and Melissa Brassard,
along with flautist Bart Feller and violist Kal Sugatski
present Duruflé’s complete works for organ, as well as
his only piece of chamber music: the rarely performed
Prélude, Récitatif, et Variations, Op. 3, for flute, viola,
and piano. This event is co-sponsored by the NYCAGO.

For this co-sponsored event, NYCAGO members may
purchase a discounted ticket for $15 (from the
standard ticket of $35). There is no need to reserve a
ticket ahead of time; simply present your name at the
door.
 

McNeil Robinson Concert

Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30 PM    (note adjusted start time)
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Holy Trinity Catholic Church
213 West 82nd Street

The Choir of Holy Trinity Church and Andrew H.
Yeargin, Director of Music and Organist, consider the
life and work of McNeil Robinson in a retrospective
concert. The event is produced by Christopher
Creaghan. Mr. Robinson’s last church position was at
Holy Trinity and he taught both Dr. Yeargin and Mr.
Creaghan.

The co-sponsored event is free to all NYCAGO
members; no need to reserve a ticket ahead of time.
Simply present your name at the door.

 

Chapter End-of-Season Service and Reception

Sunday, May 31 at 4 PM

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue at 29th Street

The NYCAGO offers its third-annual service to
complete the programming season on Trinity Sunday.
This year, we highlight the diverse musical offerings of
Marble Collegiate Church and its Director of Music
Michael Hey.

A reception will follow the service.

All NYCAGO events are free to Chapter members and
open to all.
 

Events around Town
An Evening of Masterworks for Orchestra and Organ

Wednesday, January 28 at 7 PM

Christ Church Pelham Manor
1415 Pelhamdale Avenue, Pelham Manor, New York  10803

Christ Church Pelham Manor and the Westchester Chapter of the AGO present a
concert headlining two of our own Chapter members. The Modus Operandi
Orchestra MOO, conducted by Justin Bishof, featuring organist David Enlow, offer
Poulenc’s Organ Concerto and Brahms’s Symphony No. 1. This concert is part of a
series celebrating the church’s Junget-Sinclair organ, Opus 51.

Visit the church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets
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Grand Organ Series

Saturday, February 7 at 3 PM

Saint Thomas Church
Fifth Avenue at 53rd Street

Concerts at Saint Thomas presents concert organist Weicheng Zhao with a program
of Chinese works transcribed for organ alongside favorites of the French repertoire.
Violinist Fang Gao joins for this eclectic and exciting program. 

Visit the church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets

Consider adding your events to the Concert Calendar for the season. Email
submissions to Sam Bartlett here. 

Email suggestions and comments for the Program Committee here.

Presidents’ Day Advertising
General Information

Advertising in the Presidents’ Day Conference booklet is an excellent way to connect
with fellow organists and the concert-going community. The professionally-
printed booklet, designed by Lee Ryder, which includes the day’s schedule,
performers’ biographies, organ specifications, program notes, etc., is distributed in
hard copy to all participants, shared on our Facebook page, and archived on our
website.  

Consider taking out an ad to promote your institution’s spring events, upcoming
recitals, or professional services. Purchasing an ad also financially supports the
Chapter and our conference. Advertising in the program booklet is open to all, so
forward this on to others who may be interested. 

Please note that this is a different advertising platform than the monthly
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Newsletter.
 

Advertising Specifications and Rates

Ad Sizes: Trim size is 8.5” x 11”

Full Page Bleed: 8.75” x 11.25” (allowing for bleed)
Full Page: 7.25” x 9.75”
Half-Page Horizontal: 7.25” x 4.75”

Back Cover: $350
Inside Front Cover: $250
Inside Back Cover: $250
Full Page: $120
Half Page: $60
 

We can make minor adjustments to existing ads sizes, so ads used in TAO can be
easily accommodated.

The program will be printed offset in full color on high-quality, coated stock for best
reproduction. Black-and-white ads may also be submitted. This year, there is no
price difference between color and black-and-white. We are not offering business
card-sized ads henceforward.

 

Submission Details

Please email Steven Frank by Wednesday, January 28 if you would like to place
an ad.

All ads must be submitted either in print-ready PDF format or as 300 dpi, CMYK
jpegs at correct size by end-of-day on Monday, February 2. All fonts and images
must be embedded in the PDF files.
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At a very modest price, Lee Ryder can design an ad for anyone who wants to
advertise. This may be requested through Steven when you email him to indicate
interest in taking an ad.

A payment link will be included in an invoice for the ad (and for its design, if you hire
Lee Ryder).

Bulletin Board
Brooklyn Chapter January Event Postponed

Walden Moore's Workshop, which had been rescheduled for Monday, January 19 at
7:30 PM at Saint Paul's Carroll Street, Brooklyn, now has to be postponed to a date
TBD.

 
James Thomashower to Retire

The AGO's Executive Director since 1998, James E. Tomashower announced his plan
to retire in a letter last week, stating that he expects to leave the post this summer,
with the formal transition taking place at the AGO National Convention in St.
Louis. A Transition Committee is already in place and is in the process of identifying
an executive search firm to spearhead the recruitment effort. Updates on their
progress will be posted periodically on the AGO website.

 
Advertising in the Monthly Newsletter

We are accepting ads for this monthly Newsletter. Consider advertising your
upcoming events here; we enjoy a readership of approximately 1,500. Please write to
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Steven Frank, the new Advertising Coordinator, for rates and details. This is another
fantastic way of financially supporting the Chapter!

Send Bulletin Board submissions to the editor for publication.

Submit news items (professional appointments, retirements, marriages, births,
obituaries, etc.) to the editor for publication in Member News.

Quote of the Month
Midwinter spring is its own season
Sempiternal though sodden towards sundown,
Suspended in time, between pole and tropic.
When the short day is brightest, with frost and fire,
The brief sun flames the ice, on pond and ditches,
In windless cold that is the heart's heat,
Reflecting in a watery mirror
A glare that is blindness in the early afternoon.
And glow more intense than blaze of branch, or brazier,
Stirs the dumb spirit: no wind, but pentecostal fire
In the dark time of the year. Between melting and freezing
The soul's sap quivers. There is no earth smell
Or smell of living thing. This is the spring time
But not in time's covenant. Now the hedgerow
Is blanched for an hour with transitory blossom
Of snow, a bloom more sudden
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Than that of summer, neither budding nor fading,
Not in the scheme of generation.
Where is the summer, the unimaginable Zero summer?.

Excerpt from "Little Gidding"
~T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) 

NYCAGO Substitute Organist List
The New York City Chapter of the AGO maintains a list of its members willing to
serve as substitutes. This list contains information which has been self identified by
those who have chosen to be included in this roster. The information has not been
confirmed by the NYCAGO nor is the NYCAGO able to ensure that the individual is
appropriate for any particular situation. Only members in good standing of the
Chapter are included on this list.

NYCAGO Chapter Information
General Inquiries
Chapter Contacts Page
Chapter Committees and Appointments
 
Newsletter
James D. Wetzel, editor
The newsletter is published at the beginning of most months, September–
June. Please submit all material to the editor by the 24th of the preceding month.
 
Executive Committee

Visit the NYCAGO Sub List Information
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Dean: James D. Wetzel
Sub Dean: David Shuler
Secretary: Raymond Nagem
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan
Registrar: Lena Tharp
Auditors: Paolo Bordignon and Andrew Henderson

At-large (Class of 2026): Caitlin Dowling, James Hopkins, Michael Shake,
and Eva Sze

At-large (Class of 2028): Rebecca Ehren, Alan Montgomery, and Jason Roberts

The biographies of the board members are provided here.
 

Copyright © 2026 NYC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, All rights reserved.
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Donate to the NYCAGO

Visit the NYCAGO Chapter Website
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