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Dean’s Message
Presidents’ Day 2026
American Music for Our Anniversary

This year marks two important anniversaries: the founding of the AGO here in
New York in 1896 and our country’s Semiquincentennial. Considering that our
Conference is always held on Presidents’ Day, a national holiday honoring
George Washington (born February 22, 1732) and all presidents more generally,
it is particularly meet that we celebrate American composers and music this
year.
 
Recent Presidents’ Day Conferences have been held at: Saint Thomas Church
and Saint Patrick’s Cathedral (2019); Temple Emanu-El (2020); Saint
Bartholomew’s and Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church (attended virtually,
2021); the Brick Presbyterian Church and the Church of the Heavenly Rest
(2022); Columbia University’s Saint Paul’s Chapel and the Riverside Church
(2023); Grace Church on Broadway and the Church of the Ascension on Fifth
Avenue (2024); and Saint James’s Church on Madison Avenue (2025). 
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This year, we visit the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin in Times Square, at the
very heart of the City. Smoky Mary’s is a place near and dear to many of us.
Firstly, its Aeolian-Skinner is truly one of the great organs of the world, made
all the more memorable by its exposed pipework and the building’s sumptuous
acoustic. The list of house musicians–Ernest White, McNeil Robinson,
Christopher Babcock, Robert McCormick, James Kennerley, and of course our
host, the incumbent David Hurd–have curated a parish music program unlike
almost any other in the country. If you have never heard the organ in the
liturgical context of High Mass, do return on a Sunday or Feast!
 
The Chapter is delighted to present two visiting recitalists to bookend the
Conference: Bradley Hunter Welch and Damin Spritzer. They have made a
special effort to feature American composers with a New York City connection,
including Samuel Barber, Peter Stoltzfus Berton, Robert Hebble, Charles
Ives, Fred Swann, and Searle Wright.

Please do join us for what promises to be an exciting day!

Sincerely,

 

James D. Wetzel, Dean
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Presidents’ Day 2026
Conference Schedule
Monday, February 16

Saint Mary the Virgin
145 West 46th Street
David Hurd, host
 
12:30 PM – Opening Recital
by Bradley Hunter Welch
 
1:30 PM – Organ Demonstration and Church Tour
by David Hurd
 
2:15 PM – Break
 
2:30 PM – Presentation

The Life and Times of Calvin Hampton
by Maks Adach
 
3:30 PM – Break
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4 PM – Closing Recital
by Damin Spritzer
 
5 PM – Conference concludes

More about Saint Mary the Virgin

Program News
Chapter Events
Members Recital and Reception

Monday, March 16 at 7 PM

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Central Park West at 65th Street
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Members of your NYCAGO Executive Committee
present the liturgical year in organ music.
We perform approachable music in a variety of
styles to add to your own library. Come to support
your colleagues and enjoy a festive reception
afterwards. 

Holy Trinity Church has a long history of musical
excellence in the Lutheran tradition, particularly
its Bach Vespers series which is entering its 58th
season. The 20-rank mechanical-action organ in
the gallery was built in 1994 by Paul Fritts and
Company of Tacoma, Washington, for Bethany
Lutheran Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The
instrument was relocated to Central Park West in
2011 and has been leased to Holy Trinity ever
since. This recital is part of a series of valedictory events in the spring, as it will
be succeeded by Fritts Opus 54 next year.

 

Complete Organ Works of Duruflé Plus

Tuesday, April 21 at 7 PM

The Brick Presbyterian Church
Park Avenue at 91st Street

Organists Raymond Nagem and Melissa Brassard,
along with flautist Bart Feller and violist Kal
Sugatski present Duruflé’s complete works for
organ, as well as his only piece of chamber music:
the rarely performed Prélude, Récitatif, et
Variations, Op. 3, for flute, viola, and piano. This
event is co-sponsored by the NYCAGO.

For this co-sponsored event, NYCAGO members
may purchase a discounted ticket for $15 (from
the standard ticket of $35). There is no need to
reserve a ticket ahead of time; simply present
your name at the door.
 

McNeil Robinson Concert

Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30 PM    (note adjusted start time)

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
213 West 82nd Street

The Choir of Holy Trinity Church and Andrew H. Yeargin, Director of Music
and Organist, consider the life and work of McNeil Robinson in a retrospective
concert. The event is produced by Christopher Creaghan. Mr. Robinson’s last
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church position was at Holy Trinity and he taught
both Dr. Yeargin and Mr. Creaghan.

The co-sponsored event is free to all NYCAGO
members; no need to reserve a ticket ahead of
time. Simply present your name at the door.

 

Chapter End-of-Season Service and

Reception

Sunday, May 31 at 4 PM

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue at 29th Street

The NYCAGO offers its third-annual service to
complete the programming season on Trinity
Sunday. This year, we highlight the diverse
musical offerings of Marble Collegiate Church and
its Director of Music Michael Hey.

A reception will follow the service.

All NYCAGO events are free to Chapter members
and open to all.
 

Events around Town
Nathan Laube in Recital

Tuesday, February 10 at 7 PM

Riverside Church
490 Riverside Drive at 122nd Street

Visit the church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets.
 

Daniel Ficarri in Recital

Tuesday, February 10 at 7:30 PM

The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Avenue at 112th Street

Visit the cathedral’s website for more information and to reserve free tickets.
 

Felix Hell in Recital
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Sunday, Marcy 8 at 4 PM

Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola
980 Park Avenue at 84th Street

Visit the church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets.

Consider adding your events to the Concert Calendar for the season. Email
submissions to Sam Bartlett here. 

Email suggestions and comments for the Program Committee here.

Bulletin Board
Brooklyn Chapter January Event Postponed

Walden Moore's Workshop, which had been rescheduled for Monday, January
19 at 7:30 PM at Saint Paul's Carroll Street, Brooklyn, now has to be postponed
to a date TBD.
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James Thomashower to Retire

The AGO's Executive Director since 1998, James E. Tomashower announced his
plan to retire in a letter last week, stating that he expects to leave the post this
summer, with the formal transition taking place at the AGO National
Convention in St. Louis. A Transition Committee is already in place and is in
the process of identifying an executive search firm to spearhead the recruitment
effort. Updates on their progress will be posted periodically on the AGO
website.

 
Advertising in the Monthly Newsletter

We are accepting ads for this monthly Newsletter. Consider advertising your
upcoming events here; we enjoy a readership of approximately 1,500. Please
write to Steven Frank, the new Advertising Coordinator, for rates and details.
This is another fantastic way of financially supporting the Chapter!

Send Bulletin Board submissions to the editor for publication.

Member News
Retirement

Dennis Keene has announced his retirement as Organist and Choirmaster of the
Church of the Ascension after 45 years. He will still be seen at concerts at
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Ascension, as he remains Artistic Director
and Conductor of Voices of Ascension, the
separate concert organization.

His last Sunday as Organist at the church will
be May 24, the Feast of Pentecost.

A search committee for the church position has
been formed and interested parties may inquire
at: musicsearch@ascensionnyc.org.

Submit news items (professional appointments, r
etirements, marriages, births, obituaries, etc.) to the editor for publication in
Member News.

Quote of the Month
One can’t judge Wagner’s Lohengrin after a first hearing,
and I certainly don’t intend to hear it a second time.

~Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868) 

NYCAGO Substitute Organist List
The New York City Chapter of the AGO maintains a list of its members willing
to serve as substitutes. This list contains information which has been self
identified by those who have chosen to be included in this roster. The
information has not been confirmed by the NYCAGO nor is the NYCAGO able
to ensure that the individual is appropriate for any particular situation. Only
members in good standing of the Chapter are included on this list.
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NYCAGO Chapter Information
General Inquiries
Chapter Contacts Page
Chapter Committees and Appointments
 
Newsletter
James D. Wetzel, editor
The newsletter is published at the beginning of most months, September–
June. Please submit all material to the editor by the 24th of the preceding
month.
 
Executive Committee
Dean: James D. Wetzel
Sub Dean: David Shuler
Secretary: Raymond Nagem
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan
Registrar: Lena Tharp
Auditors: Paolo Bordignon and Andrew Henderson

At-large (Class of 2026): Caitlin Dowling, James Hopkins, Michael Shake,
and Eva Sze

At-large (Class of 2028): Rebecca Ehren, Alan Montgomery, and Jason
Roberts

The biographies of the board members are provided here.
 

Visit the NYCAGO Sub List Information

Donate to the NYCAGO

Visit the NYCAGO Chapter Website
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