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Program News
Chapter Events
Complete Organ Works of Duruflé Plus

Tuesday, April 21 at 7 PM

The Brick Presbyterian Church
Park Avenue at 91st Street

Organists Raymond Nagem and Melissa Brassard,
along with flautist Bart Feller and violist Kal
Sugatski present Duruflé’s complete works for
organ, as well as his only piece of chamber music:
the rarely performed Prélude, Récitatif, et
Variations, Op. 3, for flute, viola, and piano. This
event is co-sponsored by the NYCAGO.

For this co-sponsored event, NYCAGO members
may purchase a discounted ticket for $15 (from
the standard ticket of $35). There is no need to
reserve a ticket ahead of time; simply present
your name at the door.
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McNeil Robinson Concert

Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30 PM    (note adjusted start time)

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
213 West 82nd Street

The Choir of Holy Trinity Church and Andrew H.
Yeargin, Director of Music and Organist, consider
the life and work of McNeil Robinson in a
retrospective concert. The event is produced
by Christopher Creaghan. Mr. Robinson’s last
church position was at Holy Trinity and he taught
both Dr. Yeargin and Mr. Creaghan.

The co-sponsored event is free to all NYCAGO
members; no need to reserve a ticket ahead of
time. Simply present your name at the door.

 

Chapter End-of-Season Service and Reception

Sunday, May 31 at 4 PM

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue at 29th Street

The NYCAGO offers its third-annual service to
complete the programming season on Trinity
Sunday. This year, we highlight the diverse
musical offerings of Marble Collegiate Church and
its Director of Music Michael Hey.

A reception will follow the service.

All NYCAGO events are free to Chapter members
and open to all.
 

Events around Town
Katelyn Emerson in Recital

Saturday, April 25 at 3 PM

Saint Thomas Church
Fifth Avenue at 53rd Street

Concerts at Saint Thomas presents organist Katelyn Emerson in War and Peace
as part of their Grand Organ Series with a varied program of music depicting
battle or written in response to war, coupled with works that evoke a sense of
peace in its many forms. 
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Visit the Church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets.
 

Kent Tritle Plays Dedicatory Recital

Sunday, April 26 at 5 PM

Church of the Epiphany
351 East 74th Street

Chapter Member Kent Tritle is Director of Cathedral Music and Organist at the
Cathedral of Saint John the Divine and Grammy-nominated Music Director of
the Oratorio Society of New York and of Musica Sacra. He has been the
Organist at the New York Philharmonic since 1994 and is a member of the
graduate faculty member at the Juilliard School.

The new organ is Bigelow’s Opus 44, which was installed late in 2025. It is the
firm’s first instrument in the region and has 3 manuals, 35 stops, and 40 ranks.

Visit the church’s website for more information.

Consider adding your events to the Concert Calendar for the season. Email
submissions to Sam Bartlett here. 

Email suggestions and comments for the Program Committee here.

From the Secretary
2026 Chapter Elections
Nominations Committee

The Nominations Committee (Jason Roberts (chair), Mark Pacoe, and Janet
Yieh) has produced a slate of Officers and Members-at-large for the Class of
2030 for the biennial elections, with the new term to begin on July 1, 2026. The
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slate has been accepted by the Chapter Executive Committee (Board).
 

Proposed Slate of Officers

Dean: David Shuler
Sub Dean: Michael Shake
Secretary: Raymond Nagem  (Incumbent)
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan  (Incumbent)
Registrar: Eva Sze
Auditor: Andrew Henderson  (Incumbent)
Auditor: Alan Montgomery

Members-at-large, Class of 2030 (for three positions)
Claudia Dumschat
Daniel Ficarri
James Johnson
Julie Mech
Eddie Zheng

Michael Shake and Eva Sze currently serve as a Members-at-large, Class of
2026, and Alan Montgomery as a Member-at-large, Class of 2028. If elected
Auditor, Mr. Montgomery’s vacated position may be filled through an
appointment by the Dean.
 

Write-in Nominations

Any member of the Chapter in good standing wishing to nominate additional
candidates may email Secretary Raymond Nagem with a petition signed by at
least five (5) members of the Chapter in good standing. The nomination must
be submitted to the Secretary for inclusion on the ballot by April 30. An e-
signature for the petition is valid.
 

Election Procedures and Duties of the Board Members

A full description of the various Board positions and the nominating/voting
process may be found in Section V of the Chapter’s Operating Procedures.

Biographies and photos of the candidates will be circulated once the slate is
finalized in May.

Finally, a note of thanks to current Treasurer
Lena Tharp and Auditor Paolo Bordignon, who
are not running for reelection, for their dedicated
work.

Respectfully submitted, 
Raymond Nagem, Secretary
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Bulletin Board
Baylor Summer Organ Camp

June 21-27, 2026. Open to students, grade 8-12. Daily private lessons,
workshops on improvisation, hymn playing, harpsichord and organ building,
visits to Baylor's carillon, and unlimited access to our 10 organs on campus. For
more information and to register, visit their website. Email Jens Korndörfer,
Associate Professor of Organ, with any questions.

 
Advertising in the Monthly Newsletter

We are accepting ads for this monthly Newsletter. Consider advertising your
upcoming events here; we enjoy a readership of approximately 1,500. Please
write to Steven Frank, the new Advertising Coordinator, for rates and details.
This is another fantastic way of financially supporting the Chapter!

Send Bulletin Board submissions to the editor for publication.
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Member News
Appointment

Renée Anne Louprette has been appointed
Director of Music Ministries and Organist of
Third Presbyterian Church in Rochester, New
York, effective June 15. In this role, she will direct
the 50-voice adult choir, mentor the Assistant
Organist (a position most often filled by graduate
students at the Eastman School), spearhead the
Third Arts Series, and oversee chorister, piano
lab, and handbell programs led by other music
program staff. She will partner with the Eastman School of Music’s Organ,
Sacred Music, and Historical Keyboards program in overseeing the installation
of a newly commissioned pipe organ for Third Church by Rieger Orgelbau to be
completed in late 2028 or early 2029. The specification of this French
symphonic instrument was conceived by project consultant Nathan Laube.
Renée follows previous Third Church music directors David Schelat (Interim),
James Kealey, and Peter DuBois, Director Emeritus who led the program from
1991 to 2023 and who continues as host of WXXI Classical’s radio program
“With Heart and Voice.”

Renée Anne Louprette is Director of the National Competition in Organ
Improvisation and a 2022 U.S.-Romanian Fulbright Scholar. She most recently
served on the full-time faculty at Bard College and Conservatory where she
revitalized a comprehensive early music program as Director of the Bard
Baroque Ensemble and founder of an annual Bach cantata series. In New York
City she has served at the Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola, All Souls Unitarian
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Church, the Church of Notre Dame, and Trinity Wall Street. She has also
directed the organ programs of Rutgers and Montclair State Universities in New
Jersey.

Submit news items (professional appointments, retirements, marriages,
births, obituaries, etc.) to the editor for publication in Member News.

Quote of the Month
Let your watchword be order and your beacon beauty.

Daniel Burnham (1846-1912), Architect of the Chicago World’s Fair
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NYCAGO Substitute Organist List
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The New York City Chapter of the AGO maintains a list of its members willing
to serve as substitutes. This list contains information which has been self
identified by those who have chosen to be included in this roster. The
information has not been confirmed by the NYCAGO nor is the NYCAGO able
to ensure that the individual is appropriate for any particular situation. Only
members in good standing of the Chapter are included on this list.

NYCAGO Chapter Information
General Inquiries
Chapter Contacts Page
Chapter Committees and Appointments
 
Newsletter
James D. Wetzel, editor
The newsletter is published at the beginning of most months, September–
June. Please submit all material to the editor by the 24th of the preceding
month.
 
Executive Committee
Dean: James D. Wetzel
Sub Dean: David Shuler
Secretary: Raymond Nagem
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan
Registrar: Lena Tharp
Auditors: Paolo Bordignon and Andrew Henderson

At-large (Class of 2026): Caitlin Dowling, James Hopkins, Michael Shake,
and Eva Sze

At-large (Class of 2028): Rebecca Ehren, Alan Montgomery, and Jason
Roberts

The biographies of the board members are provided here.
 

Visit the NYCAGO Sub List Information

Donate to the NYCAGO

Visit the NYCAGO Chapter Website
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