5/19/26, 9:55 AM

May Newsletter

of the
American Guild of Organists

Www.nyCcago.org

Volume 76, Number 7 May 2026

Table of Contents

e Program News

e From the Secretary

e Bulletin Board

* Quote of the Month

e NYCAGO Chapter Information

Program News

Chapter Events

Chapter End-of-Season Service and Reception

Sunday, May 31 at 4 PM

Marble Collegiate Church
Fifth Avenue at 29th Street

The NYCAGO offers its third-annual service to
complete the programming season on Trinity
Sunday. This year, we highlight the diverse
musical offerings of Marble Collegiate Church and
its Director of Music Michael Hey.

At the service, we would like to remember those
members and friends of the Chapter who have
died in the preceding year. If you know of a
colleague whose name ought to be included,
please email the name here.

A reception will follow the service.
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All NYCAGO events are free to Chapter members and open to all.

Events around Town
Stephen Tharp in Recital
Tuesday, May 26 at 7 PM

Riverside Church
490 Riverside Drive at 122nd Street

Rescheduled from May 12, Artist-in-Residence Stephen Tharp performs a solo
recital on the historic organ at The Riverside Church. Previously purchased
tickets will automatically be exchanged for the new date. Ticket holders have
received an email from our box office with further details.

Visit the Church’s website for more information and to purchase tickets.

Consider adding your events to the Concert Calendar for the season. Email
submissions to Sam Bartlett here.

Email suggestions and comments for the Program Committee here.

David Enlow, raco

Teaching, AGO Exam Prep.
Accompanying, Concerts

From the Secretary
2026 Chapter Elections
Elections Email

The 2026 Chapter Elections electronic ballot will open later this week. All
Chapter members in good standing will receive an email with a link to cast your
vote. The voting period will conclude on Monday, June 15.

Nominations Committee

https://mailchi.mp/c9538fac8b29/939at9m0t8-10363152
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The Nominations Committee (Jason Roberts (chair), Mark Pacoe, and Janet
Yieh) produced a slate of Officers and Members-at-large for the Class of 2030
for the biennial elections, with the new term to begin on July 1, 2026. The
slate has been accepted by the Chapter Executive Committee (Board) and no
write-in nominations were received.

Proposed Slate of Officers

Dean: David Shuler

Sub Dean: Michael Shake

Secretary: Raymond Nagem (Incumbent)
Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan (Incumbent)
Registrar: Eva Sze

Auditor: Andrew Henderson (Incumbent)
Auditor: Alan Montgomery

Members-at-large, Class of 2030 (for three positions)
Claudia Dumschat

Daniel Ficarri

James Johnson

Julie Mech

Eddie Zheng

Michael Shake and Eva Sze currently serve as a Members-at-large, Class of
2026, and Alan Montgomery as a Member-at-large, Class of 2028. If elected
Auditor, Mr. Montgomery’s vacated position may be filled through an
appointment by the Dean.

Biographies and photos of the candidates will be

circulated in the email ballot to members in good
standing.
-

Respectfully submitted,
Raymond Nagem, Secretary
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Grace Church in New York

ORGAN
MEDITATIONS

https://music.gracechurchnyc.org

Bulletin Board

AGO Membership Renewal and Donations

Because the Guild used to have an annual renewal date of July 1 for all
members, rather than a rolling renewal based on the date of membership,
many long-standing Guild members will be asked to renew their membership
this summer. Of course, please do renew your membership in our Chapter! And
when you do, please consider making a donation to the Chapter beyond the
dues owed. You will be prompted with a "Chapter Donation" option on the
renewals webpage.

The Chapter has received several sizable donations in response to our appeal
earlier this season, as well as a number of gifts in smaller amounts. However,
general Chapter donations (those collected along with membership dues) are
still short of our budgeted amount by about $900. If each of the Chapter's 349
members would give just $3 when renewing, we would exceed our goal. If each
would give $10, we would surpass our goal significantly!

Or make a donation today, but clicking here!

Advertising in the Monthly Newsletter

We are accepting ads for this monthly Newsletter. Consider advertising your
upcoming events here; we enjoy a readership of approximately 1,500. Please
write to Steven Frank, the new Advertising Coordinator, for rates and details.
This is another fantastic way of financially supporting the Chapter!

Send Bulletin Board submissions to the editor for publication.
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Submit news items (professional appointments, retirements, marriages,
births, obituaries, etc.) to the editor for publication in Member News.

Anthems - Arrangements - Sacred Songs

N\

Justir%,Bischof, DMA

AGO Exam Prep, Conducting & Organ Teaching, Concerts

Quote of the Month

I want to make beautiful interiors for both churches and souls.
TIwant people to hear my windows singing; to hear them singing of God.

Charles Jay Connick (1875-1945), American stained glass artist

NYCAGO Substitute Organist List

57
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The New York City Chapter of the AGO maintains a list of its members willing
to serve as substitutes. This list contains information which has been self
identified by those who have chosen to be included in this roster. The
information has not been confirmed by the NYCAGO nor is the NYCAGO able
to ensure that the individual is appropriate for any particular situation. Only
members in good standing of the Chapter are included on this list.

NYCAGO Chapter Information

General Inquiries

Chapter Contacts Page
Chapter Committees and Appointments

Newsletter

James D. Wetzel, editor

The newsletter is published at the beginning of most months, September—
June. Please submit all material to the editor by the 24th of the preceding
month.

Executive Committee

Dean: James D. Wetzel

Sub Dean: David Shuler

Secretary: Raymond Nagem

Treasurer: Christopher Creaghan

Registrar: Lena Tharp

Auditors: Paolo Bordignon and Andrew Henderson

At-large (Class of 2026): Caitlin Dowling, James Hopkins, Michael Shake,
and Eva Sze

At-large (Class of 2028): Rebecca Ehren, Alan Montgomery, and Jason
Roberts

The biographies of the board members are provided here.
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